Mark and Donielle Friedenthal joined our warm and welcoming congregation in July, 2010. He is President of Friedenthal Financial, LLC, a money management firm in Voorhees, NJ. She holds a PhD and is a school psychologist and behaviorist in the Evesham School District. They have one daughter, Alexa, and a baby due soon. We asked them to share their thoughts and experiences over the past year.

Which of Temple Emanuel’s Core Values – Connection Diversity, Spirituality, Jewish Education, Social Responsibility, and Community – drew you most to join our congregation, and why? Others you find particularly meaningful as well?

Mark & Donielle: Connection and Community are what most drew us to Temple Emanuel. We really wanted our daughter to grow up feeling connected to the Jewish community. We have been so welcomed by the wonderful family at Temple Emanuel, that the community has quickly become a big part of our lives.
How do these Six Core Values speak to your children’s Jewish education and their futures? What messages would like to impart?
Mark: A long time ago, my grandfather told me to behave as if everything I did would appear on the cover of the New York Times. Whether this, or a host of other “do unto others” type adages, we feel it is so important to teach our children to act for the greater good and to be proud of themselves and their behavior. The Jewish people have always placed great emphasis on being good people…mensches! Surrounding ourselves with a wonderful community is an integral part of the process.
Your family regularly attends Tot Shabbat Services. Please share your feelings about what you enjoy and personally derive.

Donielle: Tot Shabbat is truly what brought us into the Synagogue. We had not affiliated with a Temple in many years. With the birth of our daughter, Lexi, we felt the impetus to reconnect with the Jewish community. The intimate group that attends Tot Shabbat is wonderful. The Rabbis and Cantor have created something that is beyond just a family friendly service….and has been a great way to introduce Lexi to Judaism. She absolutely loves it and we all look forward to our attendance.
Please share your thoughts on Temple Emanuel’s congregation with regard to our One-Year Gift Membership and the community.

Mark: The One-Year Gift Membership is a great way to inspire newcomers to the Temple Emanuel community to take the next step and pledge membership. It is certainly something that we really appreciated.
Please share your thoughts/philosophies on freeing families seeking a Jewish education for their children from financial restrictions.

Donielle: This is one of the most impressive things we’ve seen at Temple Emanuel. While we love supporting Temple Emanuel for many reasons, the thought that our support helps local families lacking financial resources attain a Jewish education for their children is really inspiring. This speaks volumes about the core values of our

congregation.
Friedenthal Financial generously supports publication of the Light. Does being part of the TE family lend a certain focus to your philanthropy?
Mark: We have been very fortunate both personally and professionally. As such we take pride in supporting a number of wonderful organizations, both Jewish and secular. Supporting the Light is an easy way to support our Temple Emanuel community.
How do you foresee your family, and other young families, participating and actively growing within Temple Emanuel’s warm, welcoming diverse congregation and the Jewish community?

Mark & Donielle: It is really all about fostering relationships within the congregation. This leads to increased involvement in synagogue activities and committees, which further deepens relationships and participation. We certainly look forward to our continued involvement and getting to watch our children grow up in the Temple Emanuel community.
